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DriveNow contributes to reducing traffic volume in Vienna 
 

• Study on car sharing in Vienna shows positive impact on urban mobility 

• DriveNow as a free floating offer is a key factor in relieving the traffic situation  

• Premium concept of DriveNow is particularly effective in convincing car-dependent city-

dwellers of the value of mobility without private car ownership 

 

Munich/Vienna, May 9, 2016 – A study conducted by the City of Vienna and presented to the 

public today shows for the first time that car sharing is having a positive impact on traffic and 

emissions in the Austrian capital. According to the study, the free floating offer of DriveNow - 

the car sharing joint venture of the BMW Group and SIXT SE - contributes significantly to 

relieving the traffic situation in Vienna. The evaluation was carried out over a period of three 

years among the biggest free floating and station-based car sharing providers in Vienna. 

 

The study’s main finding is that a single car sharing vehicle in Vienna replaces an average of 

five privately owned cars. During the period in which the survey was carried out, the DriveNow 

fleet alone replaced some 2,000 private vehicles. This not only frees up parking space, it also 

reduces parking space search traffic. Due to their higher scaling of vehicles and customers, 

the free floating car sharing providers showed a higher substitution rate. Due to the fact that it 

replaces several thousand privately owned cars in Vienna per year, car sharing already saves 

more than 44 million kilometers covered in private cars – equivalent to approx. 7,000 tons of 

CO2 per year. 

 

“We brought DriveNow to Vienna in October 2014. One of our aims is to collaborate with the 

city authorities to contribute to solving traffic problems. The results of the study give us cause 

for optimism: they clearly indicate that car sharing is an indispensable part of a future-oriented 

urban mobility strategy. With our flexible car sharing offer and a fleet comprising a range of 

BMW and MINI models – we are also the only car sharer to include electrically powered 

vehicles in our fleet – we offer the people of Vienna an attractive ownership-free solution for 

situations in which they need a car,” says Robert Kahr, Managing Director of DriveNow Austria. 

“We see electric car sharing as the logical continuation of the sustainable car sharing idea. 

This is why we have integrated electrically powered BMW i3 models in the fleets in all our 

cities. The total share of electric vehicles in DriveNow has already reached 20 percent. Our 
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aim is to expand the electric fleet in cities, based on development of the usable infrastructure,” 

adds Kahr. “That applies to Vienna, too – always depending on further expansion of the 

infrastructure, of course. We have to work together to ensure that our customers are very likely 

to find a charging station available at their destination so that they can take care of charging 

themselves.” 

 

The study also demonstrates that car sharing does not compete with local public transport but 

is in fact used as an additional, supplementary mobility option. 72 percent of DriveNow 

customers in Vienna hold a season ticket, bonus card or discount card for the local public 

transport network, while 85 percent are annual pass holders. Every trip for which free floating 

car sharing is used instead of public transport is the result of a critical assessment and most 

frequently opted for when it provides the best and fastest way of getting to a destination, when 

the public transport route is very indirect or when the public transport service is too infrequent. 

Car sharing therefore clearly fills gaps in the availability and infrastructure of the public 

transport network. Expressed purely in figures, around 2.5 million trips are taken per day on 

public transport in Vienna compared to some 7,000 car sharing trips.  

 

DriveNow as a free floating car sharing offer appeals particularly to those with a preference for 

cars. Almost 50 percent use an existing privately owned car less often: the flexibility of fleet 

vehicles is one of the most frequently stated reasons for DriveNow membership. This offers 

an excellent opportunity to reduce private car ownership by providing an attractive and highly 

available mixture of public transport, bicycles, taxis and car sharing. As Robert Kahr says: 

“Together with all the other mobility providers in Vienna we can improve mobility, the cityscape 

and the quality of living in the city.” 

 

 

Further information can be found at drive-now.com. If you are interested in further results of 

the study, please send an e-mail to presse@drive-now.com.  

 

-- 

About DriveNow: 

DriveNow, the carsharing joint venture of the BMW Group and Sixt SE, is available in various European cities and 

offers a range of high-quality premium vehicles of the BMW and MINI brands to rent, based on the free-floating 

principle. The vehicles can be hired and returned independent of location within a defined business area. Well over 

half a million registered customers find and reserve vehicles using the DriveNow App or website, and are able to 



 
      

  

 

press release 

  

 

use the service across multiple cities. DriveNow operates a fleet of over 4,000 vehicles in Munich, Berlin, 

Düsseldorf, Cologne, Hamburg, Vienna, London, Copenhagen and Stockholm. 20 percent of these vehicles are 

electric BMW i3 models.  
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